
30 June 2013 
 
Thomas Simpson 
Hillside High Principal 
4325 Front St 
San Diego, CA 92118 
 
Dear Mr. Simpson, 
 
Here you will find my proposal for integrating blogging in the classroom. I am proposing 
the use of Twitter to engage students in a manner more familiar to them.   
 
Twitter is a social networking site that allows people to post (also known as “tweet”) and 
respond to messages of 140 characters or less. Along with short messages, Tweeters can 
also post photos. A hashtag (#) is used in a tweet to group posts together and allow 
people to see what is trending for a particular topic. There is a revolving Twitter feed for 
registered users that allow them to see Tweets from people they are following. They can 
also create lists for a specific trend.   
 
Students and teachers alike can connect to professionals, other students, and teachers 
around the world. The experience gained from using blogging in the classroom can be 
immeasurable. The value of students being able to connect outside of class with each 
other and their teacher is substantial. Knowledge gained from networking, research, and 
raised awareness is readily accessible on blogging sites such as Twitter. This resource can 
truly help a student succeed. 
 
The enclosure will outline my proposal and give details of using Twitter. I hope you can 
see the value in adding this to our classrooms. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily J. Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Encl. 1) 

Proposal 

Twitter use in the classroom: 

The basics 

The teacher will create a Twitter hashtag for the class. 

Each student will have his or her own blog. 

They will be blogging using their real name. 

Tweeting will be part an optional part of the class, however, participation points can be 

added from Twitter participation. 

Inappropriate use of Twitter within the hashtag and with other students or the teacher will 

result in punishment from the school. 

Why Twitter? 

This is what Twitter allows students to do. By using the hashtag, they are able to 

narrow down their posts and strictly view feeds for a particular subject or interest. This 

feature could be immensely valuable for group work, homework help, brainstorming 

sessions, and the like. One tweet or chat session could mean the difference between a B 

and an A for some students. It could mean the difference between truly grasping a 

concept and struggling to understand it. Using Twitter for outside-of-class collaboration 

is the biggest strength. 

Another positive feature of Twitter is that is allows the students and teacher to 

engage on a level familiar with the student. Students are scanning multimedia sites 

throughout the day regularly. Why not get on their level and be able to reach them in a 

way they appreciate? Teachers can send out home work tips, due dates, answer questions, 

etc all outside of class. This allows for the students to be so much more engaged and 
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productive. By choosing a blogging platform that only allows 140 character posts, this 

cuts down on the amount of extra “fluff” social media sites contain.  

A letter would be drafted and sent to the parents explaining the use of Twitter in 

the classroom and how it will be used. The hashtag could be given to the parents so that 

they could follow and be made aware of what is going on in their children’s lives.  

Drawbacks and Solutions 

There are always negatives to online media and technology. The most apparent 

being privacy and security issues. Since this is for high school age students, most students 

already have Twitter accounts. Using Twitter for the classroom would just be adding on 

to their daily routine. Which could turn the negative of engaging in social media into a 

positive of using the social media site for something productive. 

Cyber bullying and inappropriate use would be addressed immediately at the 

school level. The student will be reprimanded if this is the case. The privilege of using 

Twitter for classroom communication would be taken away as well. 

Students would have to sign a form explaining the rules of using Twitter for the 

classroom and they would be held accountable for their actions. 

I hope you can see why this is such a great tool. Twitter would be a very effective 

way to engage students and integrate technology into their high school classrooms. 


